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FEMA Map Modernization Program may cause changes to Flood Insurance Maps and Rates
The rain in Texas falls mainly on the ground and a good amount of that rain runs off into
nearby streams, creeks, and eventually into rivers like our own Brazos River. Recent rains in
Marble Falls caused flooding many miles downstream in Fort Bend County. What can we
learn from their misfortune? If we could ask for advice what would they offer?

The novelist, Kirk Vonnegut in his commencement address to the MIT Class of 1997 ad-
vised the graduates to "Wear sunscreen; the benefits have been proven by scientists..."
Better advice comes from the victims of the Central Texas floods and that advice is; even if
you think you are out of the 100 year flood plain, "BUY FLOOD INSURANCE".

Almost 25 percent of all flood insurance claims come from areas with minimal flood risk.
Statistically, your home has a 26% chance of being damaged by a flood during the course of
a 30-year mortgage, compared to a 9% chance of fire. Experts say that, given the right set
of circumstances, your home could flood because our county is so flat and subject to tropi-
cal style rain events. We are prone to localized flooding even without a Katrina or Rita
styled hurricane.

For example:

Tropical storm Allison in 2001 produced catastrophic floods in Houston, TX which contrib-
uted to 41 deaths and $5 billion in damages.

Tropical Storm Claudette (1979) brought 45 inches of rain to an area near Alvin, Texas,
contributing to more than $600 million in damages.

Tropical Storm Alberto (1994) drifted over the Southeast United States and produced tor-
rential rainfall.  More than 21 inches of rain fell at Americus, Georgia.  Thirty-three people
drowned.  Damages exceeded $750 million.

The National Flood Insurance Program is a pre-disaster flood mitigation and insurance
protection program. The National Flood Insurance Program makes federally backed flood
insurance available to residents and business owners.

National Flood Insurance Program call  1-888-CALL-FLOOD ext 445.
(TDD# 1-800-427-5593.)  The website is www.floodsmart.gov.
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 The Flood Insurance rates vary from as little as $112.00 to over $2,000.00 per year depending on your flood plain status
and your level of coverage. If you are in a zone X or protected by an accredited levee you can buy combined insurance
coverage of $250,000 structural and $100,000 contents for $317.00 per year, which is less than $1.00 per day. The same
insurance in an unprotected zone can cost more than $2,000.00 per year.

One under-reported fact about Flood Insurance is that if you buy it, you are subject to the rate class at the date
of purchase. If the Zone you are in changes, as it recently did in Harris County (and may happen here in Fort
Bend), you are sheltered from the rate jump by grandfathering. Equally important is that the grandfathered
policy is transferable to a buyer if the coverage is continuous.

-flood insurance info continued-

Please Note: There is a 30-day wait before a flood insurance policy takes effect.

Be FBe FBe FBe FBe Flood Smarlood Smarlood Smarlood Smarlood Smart.  Get cot.  Get cot.  Get cot.  Get cot.  Get covvvvverererereraaaaaggggge todae todae todae todae todayyyyy.....

(Article provided by Ron Frerich, LID Director)

Grand Opening of Our New Showroom!!

Carpet & Stair Runners
Floor Tile

Showers & Backsplashes
Wood Flooring & Staircases
Laminate, Bamboo & Cork

Granite Countertops
Professional Installation

Floors, Kitchens & Bath
Serving Fort Bend County Since 1997

10th Anniversary
Sale

20% OFF
List Price

Must present Coupon.

Not to be combined with any

other coupons or discounts.

Expires December 31, 2007.

12 Month
Financing
 NO Monthly
Payments

 NO Interest
If paid in full within 12 months

and with approved credit.
Expires December 31, 2007
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SWEETWATER

WILLIAMS

TRACE

4767 Sweetwater Blvd. in Sugar Land
at Lexington in the Kroger Shopping Center

281. 980. 4040
www.HamresFloors.com

Showroom Hours:
Monday - Saturday  10:00 am - 5:00 pm
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Fourth Thursday of
each month - 6 p.m.
at the Clubhouse

Board Meeting
Meets once a month.
Call Steve O'Hara at 281-265-4485
for the next meeting date and time.

Landscape
Committee

Meeting

FREE INVESTMENT REVIEWSFREE INVESTMENT REVIEWSFREE INVESTMENT REVIEWSFREE INVESTMENT REVIEWSFREE INVESTMENT REVIEWS

Jim Hanks
Investment Representative
15510 Lexington Blvd.
Sugar Land, Texas  77478
281-980-6610

www.edwardjones.com
Member SPIC

®

LID Update
Plans are in the works for the levee district to the north

of The Commonwealth to perform some maintenance on
their levee. This is Fort Bend County Levee Improve-
ment District #2 (FBCLID#2) which generally encom-
passes most of First Colony.

Their maintenance plan for the section of the levee that
forms our northern boundary (their southern boundary) is
to remove all of the trees on the top and side slopes of the
levee.  After this is done they want to add 12" to 24" of fill
dirt to the top of the levee to fill in from the tree removal
and to add additional height to the levee. Finally, they will
plant grass seed over the new soil. The trees and shrubs
in the area past the toe of the levee, hopefully, can re-
main.

FBCLID#2 is a separate governmental agency from us
and has full control and responsibility for their levee. The
levee to the east, south, and west of The Commonwealth
belongs to First Colony Levee Improvement District #2
(FCLID#2) which protects your homes in The Common-
wealth.

FBCLID#2 is expected to begin work late this year or
early next year. This work will help put them in compli-
ance with U. S. Army Corps of Engineer standards for
levee maintenance.

If you have questions you may contact FBCLID#2 at
281-265-6686.

Information provided by Ron Frerich, LID Director

Annual Garage sale

Crenshaw Landscapes
Create a Backyard Hideaway

Landscape Design and Installation
Lighting ~ Patios ~ Arbors

Water Features
Swimming Pool Design

281-564-4665
www.crenshawlandscapes.com

Saturday, October 20Saturday, October 20Saturday, October 20Saturday, October 20Saturday, October 20
8:00 a.m. - noon8:00 a.m. - noon8:00 a.m. - noon8:00 a.m. - noon8:00 a.m. - noon

Register, by email, if you wish to be included on the
map of participating homes. The map will be

distributed at the Clubhouse on the morning of the
Garage Sale. Include your name and address in

your email.

The garage sale will be advertised in the Houston Chronicle
and the local papers. The deadline for being included on
the map, given to shoppers on the morning of the sale, is
October 16. There is no cost to Commonwealth resi-
dents. The expense of advertising and printing are under-
written by The Commonwealth Civic Association.

Send your registration information to:
ldooley@sugarlandtx.gov
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The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is in the process of conducting a
review of all flood plains in the United States. Included in this process is a required re-
certification of all of the levee systems in the United States. The levee protecting The Com-

OFFICIAL FEMA NOTIFICATION

monwealth is First Colony Levee Improvement District #2 (FCLID#2).  FCLID#2 has been preparing documents,
and performing geotechnical surveys and inspections in order to satisfy FEMA requirements.

As part of the drainage system re-analysis of Fort Bend County, it has been determined by the County Drainage
Engineer that  although our levee is already higher than the 100-year flood plain, we will need to raise our levee on
the Southwestern corner of our community approximately 3 feet as an additional protection against waters which
would exceed a 100-year flood event, and give our community additional protection against any increased flooding
danger caused by future development on the other side of the Brazos River. This additional height at that point will
allow our levee to be recertified. The remaining areas of our levee on the west, south and east are not in need of
any dirt work at this time so you should only see the trucks and tractors on the Southwest corner.

Designs and plans have been drawn up by the District Engineer and advertising for contractors has begun. The
competitive bid packages will be opened on August 29th. On September 4th, the bids will be reviewed and a
contractor chosen from the qualified bids. Construction should begin approximately September 17th and the con-
tractor should finish up approximately November 1st. The contract includes requirements to meet the City of Sugar
Land work schedule limitations, which are 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.  It also includes costs
to keep the local streets clean and make repairs to any landscaping and irrigation in the Landscape Reserves.

Activity on the levee that forms our Northern boundary is under the control of Fort Bend Levee Improvement
District #2 (FBLID#2). They will be doing earthwork on that levee, but we do not know their exact plans.

Completion of our work will allow us to meet re-certification requirements and continue to
maintain our status on the FEMA maps as outside the 100-year flood event.

The Commonwealth Civic Association wishes to thank  Ron Frerich, one of Commonwealth's LID
Representatives for his timeliness in sharing this information with our residents.

National Night Out
Registration numbers for The Commonwealth's National
Night Out get-togethers were down this year, however,
there were "unregistered" parties all over the community.
Some parties had more than 75 neighbors in attendance.

Spotted visiting parties in The Commonwealth were
Mayor David Wallace and City Council Members Michael
Schiff and Tom Abraham. Also, a big hit with our younger
residents, were firefighters and officers with the Sugar
Land Police Department, the Constable's Office and the
Sheriff's Department. There were fire trucks, police cars
and motorcycles everywhere!

Thanks to Leigh Mattson (Sutton Park)
for sharing her photos with us.






